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IN THE CLAIMS 

Claims 1-22 are presented below, with claims 1-22 pending. As shown below, claims 1- 
12 have been amended, and new claims 13-22 have been added. 




1 . (Currently Amended) A contents selection system in which a server transmits the-contents 
selection information for having a client select the-contents through a network, wherein 

said client has -including input information transmitting means for transmitting the-input 
speech inrormation through said network to said server^ and outputting means for receiving the 
contents selection information from said server through said network and for outputting the 
received contents selection information; 

said server including prepared information storage means for storing in each of two or 
more categories one or more pieces of the-preparation information each p ertinent to eaeh 
respective contents items, from on e cont e nts to anoth e r, contents selection information 
preparation means for preparing said-contents selection information based on the-speech 
information received from said client through said network and based on said preparation 
information^ ami contents selection information transmitting means for transmitting said-the 
contents selection information prepared by said contents selection information preparation means 
to said client over said network. 



2. (Currently Amended) The contents selection system according to claim 1 wherein: 

said client includes speech recognition means for performing speech recognition on said 
speech information input to said input information transmitting means; 
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wher e in said input information trknsmitting means transmitting the recognized speech 
information processed with speech recognition by said speech recognition means to said server; 
and 

wher e in said contents selection information preparation means preparing said contents 



selection information based on said recognized speech information received from said client and 
based on said preparation informatio n r e c e ived from said client . 



3. (Currently Amended) The contents selection system according to claim 1 wherein: 



...i 



said server includes speech recognition means for recognizing the speech of said speech 



information received from said client over the 



network; and wher e in 



said contents selection information pre >aration means prepares said contents selection 
information based on the speech information recognized by said speech recognition means and 
based on said preparation information. 

4. (Currently Amended) The contents selection system according to claim 1 wherein said 
prepared information storage means memorizes stores fee-preparation information made up of 
tfee-speech information; and 

wherein said contents selection information preparation means calculates the similarity in 
one or more acoustic characteristic quantities for each contents item between said received 
speech information in an acoustic charact e ristic quantities and e ach said the p reparation 
information m e morized stored in said prepared infoirmation storage means in a first category for 
the contents item, and determines the number of contents items for which the calculated value of 



similarity has exceeded a pre-set threshold value ; 
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wherein if ike- said determined number of contents items corr e sponding to the pr e paration 



information th e calculat e d valu e of similarity for v 



duch has e xc e ed e d a pr e set threshold Value is 



not less than a pre-set number, said contents select: on information preparation means acquires 
the-speech information different from the first-stated speech information to repeat the similarity 
calculation thereo n with respect to each said preparation information stored in said prepared 



information storage means in a second category ; and 

wherein if the -said determined number of contents items corr e sponding to the pr e paration 
information th e calculat e d valu e of similarity for which has e xc ee d e d a pr e s et thr e shold value is 



less than said pre-set number, said contents selection 
contents selection information for each of said contents 



information for which the similarity value for whic 



information preparation means prepares the 
items corr e sponding to said pr e paration 
*~has exceeded said pre-set threshold value. 



5. (Currently Amended) The contents selection system according to claim 1 wherein said 
contents selection information preparation means C£ lculates the similarity in one or more 
acoustic characteristic quantities for each contents item between said speech information in an 



acoustic charact e ri s tic quantiti es and each said and 



tiepreparation information memoriz e d 



stored in said prepared information storage means jn 



determines the number of contents items for which the calculated value of similarity has 



exceeded a pre-set threshold value ; 

wherein if the-said determined number of com 



a first category for the contents item, and 



ients items corr e sponding to th e preparation 



information th e calculat e d valu e of similarity for whic^ has exceed e d a pre s e t thr e shold value is 
not less than a pre-set number, said contents selection information preparation means calculates 
variations from one category to another among the other categories of said preparation 
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information to prepare the contents selection information based on the preparation information of 
the category having the maximum variations; and 

wherein if the -said determined n umber of contenjs items corr e sponding to th e pr e paration 
information th e calculat e d valu e of similarity for which has e xce e ded a pre s e t thr e shold valu e is 



less than a pre-set number, said contents selection information preparation means prepares the 
contents selection information efl -for each of said contents items corr e sponding to said 

pr e paration information for which the calculated value of similarity for which has exceeded said 

I 

pre-set threshold value. » 



6. (Currently Amended) The contents selection system according to claim 2 wherein: 

said speech recognition means includes means for verifying whether or not the speech 



recognition on said speech information has been made correctly; 

if the speech recognition is verified by said verification means to be made correctly, said 



speech information, processed with speech recognition, is output; 

if the speech recognition is verified by said/verification means not to be made correctly, 
speech recognition input to said input information/transmitting means is again performed to 
output the speech information processed with said speech recognition; 

said input information transmitting means transmits the speech information processed 
with speech recognition by said speech recognition means to said server; and wh e r e in 

said contents selection information preparation means prepares said contents selection 



information based on the recognized speech information received from said client and based on 
said preparation information. 
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7. (Currently Amended) The contents selection system/according to claim 3 wherein: 

said speech recognition means includes mean /for verifying whether or not the speech 

recognition on said speech information has been ma/e correctly; 

if the speech recognition is verified by said Verification means to be made correctly, said 

speech information, processed with speech recognition, is output; 

if the speech recognition is verified by said verification means not to be made correctly, 

speech recognition is again performed on the speech information received over the network from 

said client to output the speech information processed with said speech recognition; and wh e r e in 



said contents selection information preparation means prepares said contents selection 



information based on the speech information/processed with speech recognition by said speech 
recognition means and based on said preparation information. 



8. (Currently Amended) A contents selection client for outputting the-contents selection 
information for selecting contents transmitted from a server over a network, said contents 
selection client comprising: / 

input information transmitting means for transmitting fee-input speech information over 
said network to said server; and 

outputting means for receiving said contents selection information from said server over 
said network to output the received contents selection information; 

wherein said input infomiatjon transmitting means transmits input speech information 
according to two or more categories of preparation information for contents items based on 



requests received from said server . 
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9. (Currently Amended) The contents selection client according to claim 8 wherein: 

said input information transmitting means includes speech recognition means for 
performing speech recognition on the input speech information; and wh e r e in 

the recognized speech information, processed with/speech recognition by said speech 
recognition means, is transmitted to said server. 

10. (Currently Amended) A contents selection serve/ comprising: 

prepared information storage means for m e morizing storing in each of two or ufore 
categories one or more pieces of the- preparation i nformation en-each pertinentrtcT respective 
contents items , from one cont e nts to another : 

contents selection information preparation means for preparing the-contents selection 
information for selecting said-contents bapd on the-speech information received from a client 
over a network and based on said preparation information; and 

contents selection informatioiytransmitting means for transmitting said- the contents 
selection information prepared by s^&d contents selection information preparation means to said 
client over said network. 

11. (Currently Amended) Theybontents selection server according to claim 10 further comprising: 

speech recognition means for performing speech recognition on said speech information 
received from said client over said network; 

said contents selection information preparation means preparing said contents selection 
information based on the speech information processed with speech recognition by said speech 
recognition means and based on said preparation information. 
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12. (Currently Amended) A method for selecting contents wherein 

a server m e moriz e s stores in each of two or more categories one or more pieces of the 
preparation information en-for each of a plurality of contents items , from one contents to 
anoth e r ; 

a client transmits the-input speech information over a network to said server; 
said server prepares the-contents selection information for selecting one of said plurality 



of contents items , based on the s; 
and based on said preparation info- 
information to said n e twork client 




/ 



ation received from said client over said network 
d transmits the se-prepared contents selection 
network; and wherein 



said client receives said- the transmitted contents selection information over said network 
from said server and outputs the-contents selection request information requesting a selection the 
cli e nt r e quests to s elect b ased on said contents selection information. 



13. (New) The contents selection system according to claim 1 wherein said two or more 
categories include categories forjitle, performer, and genre. 



14. (New) The contents/Selection system according to claim 4 wherein said first category is title, 
and said second category is performer. 
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15. (New) The contents selection system according to claim 4 wherein 

said contents selection information preparation means determines a second number of 

contents items resulting from said repeated simil irity calculation performed using said second 

category for which the calculated value of simile rity has exceeded a pre-set threshold value; and 

if said determined second number of contents items is not less than a pre-set number, said 

contents selection information preparation means acquires speech information different from the 

first-stated speech information and different from the second-stated speech information to repeat 

the similarity calculation thereon with re&ie6t to dbch said preparation information stored in said 

\1 ' J 

prepared information storage means in a tnh^i pategory. 




16. (New) The contents selection system according to claim 15 wherein said first category is 
title, said second category is performer, and/said thirdxategory is genre. 



17. (New) The contents selection system according to claim 5 wherein said first category is title, 
and said other categories upon which saic| contents selection information preparation means 
calculates variations from one category to another include categories for performer and genre. 



18. (New) The contents selection system according to claim 1 wherein said contents selection 
information preparation means selects a format from one of two or more available formats and 
provides the contents selection information to said contents selection information transmitting 
means in the selected format. 
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19. (New) The contents selection system according to claim 18 wherein said two or more 
available formats include text, still image, moving image, and audio. 

20. (New) The contents selection client according to/claim 8 wherein said two or more categories 
includes categories for title, performer, and/genre. 

21. (New) The contents selection server according^ claim 10 wherein said two or more 
categories include categories for title, performer, and genre. 



22. (New) The method according to claim 12 wherein said two or more categories include 
categories for title, performer, and genre. 
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